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more land than they can utilise. If others
are willing to use that land to the best ad-
vantage, it should be made advailable to them.
If a man who has 2,000 acres is not in a
financial position to work the 2,000 acres, it
is in the best interests of the State that
we should give the Government power to re-
sunte the unimproved area and hand it to
somebody who will work it. When Mr, Me-
Larty was asked whether he was apprehensive
of any Government doing an injustice to any
landholder, he said ‘‘No, so long as the mea-
sure gives the owner the usval proteetion in
the way of an appeal to an arbitrator.’’ The
Bill gives that protection. Xt will not do any
person an injury. Tt is devised for the bene-
fit of the State. There is right of appeal.
Mr. Pickering: No,
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
is right of arbitration.
Mr. Pickering: Only on the improvements.
Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Compensation will
be paid for improvements. There is no dan-
ger of any hardship being inflicted.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

At all events there

Ayes 16
Noes 13
Majority against 2
AYES,
Mr. Apgwin Mr, MeCallum
Mr. Curter Mr. Munsle
Mr. Chesson My, Simons
Mr, Collier Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy Mr. Underwood
Mr. Glbson Mr. Willecock
Mr. Heron Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Marshall
(Teller)
NoES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Denton Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hickmoit Mr, Sampson
Mr. Johnston Mr. Scaddan
Mr. O, G. Maley Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. J. M. Smilh
(Teller.)
PAIR,

No, Mr. Mullany
Amendment thus negatived.
Progress reported.

Aye, Hon, T. Walker |

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [11.2]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn -till
Thursday, the 12th October, at 4.30 p.m.
Question put and passed.

Houge adjourned at 11.8 p.m.

[ASSEMEBLY.]
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIOV—ROAD MAKING,
WEALTH ADVA\TCE

Mr, CHESSON (for Hon. M. F. Troy)
asked the Minister for Works: 1, What
amount has been advaneed or loaned to the
State by the Commonwealth Government for
the purpose of road making or repairingf 2,
What are the conditions attached to the grant
or loan? 3, Does he propose to distribute this
maney on a fair basis of distribution to the
road boards operating throughout the State,
50 that thesc boards may carry out urgent
and necessary works?

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS replied:
1, The Commonwealth Government are grant-
ing approximately £16,000 to be subsidised
by the State Government to the extent of
£16,000. 2, The conditions arc that work is
to be found for men, with preflercnce to re-
turned soldiers, 3, The question of distribu-
tion through Road Boards is not involved
The matter i3 one of carrying out necessary
works,

COMMON-

QUESTION—PRIMARY PRODUCERS
ASBOCTATION AND THE GQOVERN.
MENT.

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Does his answer te my question of 4th Octo-
ber, dealing with the relationship of the Gov-
ernment and the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion, mean that he contradicts the following
reported statement of the President (Mr, A.
Monger), namely:—‘' The Country Party are
to be fully consulted by the Gevernmment in
regard te policy and legislation prior to Bills
being introduced to the House’'¥ 2,If he is
not prepared to eontradict this statement, will
he explain te the House just what arrange-
ments have been made hetween the Govern-
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ment and the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion regarding policy and legislation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Members sit-
ting behind the Government meet from time
to time to diseuss matters of policy and legis-
lation in accordanee with the usuval practice,
2, Answered by Ne. 1,

QUESTION—STATE BRICKWORKS,

Mr, CLYDESDALE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that the present State
Brickworks are too swmall to enable the man-
agement to cope with the public deinand for
Tricks? 2, Is it a fact that the State Brick-
works will not accept any additional orders
until the end of Febrvary next? 3, In view
of the searcity of bricks and the urgent need
to cope with the demand of the building
trade, and in order to keep the wheels of in-
dustry going, will the Government take im-
mediate steps to cnlarge the plant of the
Btate Brickworks and thereby materially in-
crease the present output? 4, If not, how do
the Government proposc to mect_the present
shortage?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
1, Yes. 2, Yes, 3, No. 4, The privately
awned brickyards are considered to be fully
capable of dealing with the posilion,

QUESTION (2) —OPOSSUM SKINS.
Royalty inerease.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Wny has the royalty on opossum
sking been increased from 12s. to 18s. per
dozenf 2, On whose recommendation was this
action taken? 3, Are the Government aware
that, following on this increased royalty, the
price offering for opossum skinsg to the trap-
pers (without royalty) immediately fell from
36s. per dozen to 30s. per dozen in some cotn-
try centres?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, It is not considered that the royalty pre-
viously payable was a rcasonable one, Skins
have reached a very high price, and the in-
creased royalty is aceordingly justified. ¥,
The Aecting Chief Tnspector of Fisheries, 3,
No. Within the last few weeks the Depart-
ment {disposed of a parcel of skins at 84s. per
dozen (less royaity and five per ceat. selling
eharges.)

Close scason and irapping.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, Was a proclamation issued in the
‘“Government Gazette’’ deelaring a close sea-
son for opossums for the year 19227 2, Has
it since becn decided to permit trapping of
opoasums throughout the State for the months
of Octoher and November? 3, What is the
reason for this change of poliey? 4, Ts it the
desire of the Government to exterminate the
opogsum by throwing open certain areas for
trapping during certain months of three con-
secutive years? 5, On whose reeommendation
has this step been takenf
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes; in accordance with wusual procedure.
2, Yes. 3, There is mno change of
poliey, the matter being one for con-
sideration annually, Jndging from the
increasingly large number of permits to
destroy opossums causing serious damage
to orchards and gardens, there are in-
dications that the epossum is rapidly increas-
ing in numbers and in some districts has al-
ready become a pest. The action taken will
not endanger the industry, and in addition re-
venus will benefit by a substantial sum. 4,
Answered by Ne. 3. 5, The Chief Lnspector
of Pisheries.

-

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, BUSBELTON-MARGARET
RIVER.

Mr, PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: Can he state definitely when de-
livery of rails for the Busselton-Margaret
River railway will take place?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
First shipment of rails has been advised as
leaving England on the Gth ultimo, con-
gsigned to Fremantle. No definite date ean
as yet be stated for delivery at Busselton, but
provision has been made on indent for Bus-
selton-Margaret River railway requirements
to be delivered at Busselton, and these should
be to hand towards end of present year or
carly next year.

BELECT COMMITTEE—SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

Extension of time,

On motion by Mr. Wilson, the time for
bringing up the report of the select committee
appointed to inguire into the question of re-
patriated soldiers and land settlement was
extended for four weeks.

SELECT COMMITTEE — THE PER-
PETUAL EXECUTORS, TRUSTEES,
AND AGENCY COMPANY (W.A),
LTMITED, (PRIVATE) BILL.

Report presented.

Mr. Mann presented the report of the
seleet committee appointed to inquire into a
private Bill entitled the Perpetual Executers,
Trustees, and Agency Company (W.A.),
Limited, Bill.

Report read, and consideration made an
ordler of the day for the next sitting of the
House.

MOTION—QOVERNMENT SAVINGS
BAXE, MANAGER’S RETIREMENT.

Select Committee appointed.

Debate resumed from 21st September on
the following motion by Mr. Simong:——

That a select committee be appointed to
inquire into and report on the circum-
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stances surrounding the retirement of the
late manager of the State Savings Bank,
Mr. Carl Leschen,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Miichell
—Northam) [4.43]: I do not propose to dis-
cuss this motion to-day, except to say
there is nothing so far as the files are con-
cerned to show that there was any act of dis-
loyalty on the part of Mr. Leschen. Mr.
Leschen is lying very sick in the hospital,
and probably it would be unwisc to discuss
the matter at all. Tt is for the House to de-
cide whether a select committee should be ap-
pointed to investigate the case.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Carter, Clydes-
dale, Pickering. Walker, and the mover, with
power to call for persons and papers and to
git on days over which the House stands ad-
journed; to report on the 2nd November,

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Order of the Day read for the second read-
ing of the Bill

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move—

That this Order of the Day be postponed.
Motion put and passed.

MOTION—COST OF LIVING.
To inquire by Royal Commission.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate, from the 21st September, on
the following motion by Hen. P. Collier:—

That in the opinion of the House a Royal
Commission should be appeinted for the
purpose of ascertaining what sum of money
1§ necessary to allow o reasonable minimum
standard of living, having due regard for
the obligation entailed in the maintepance
of an average family.

Question put, and a division taken with the
€ollowing result:—

Aves . 18
Noes N 16 -
Majority for 2
ATEA,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr, MeCallum
Mr. Clydesdals Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. Richardson
Mr. Corboy Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Davies Mr. Walker
Mr. Heron Mr. Willeack
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wilson
Mr. Mann Mr. O'Loghlen
. (Teller.)

[ARSEMBLY.] -

NOES.
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesse
Mr. Denton Mr., Sampson
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Harrison Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Hickmaott Mr. Stubbs
Mr, H. K. Maley My, Underwood
Bir James Mltchell Mr, Mullany

H {Teller.}

Question thus passed.

MOTION—COMPENSATION, OCCUPA-
TIONAL DISEASES,

Order of the Day rcad for the resumption
of the debate, from the 2lst September, on
the following motion by Hon. P. Collier:—

That 1 the opinion of this House the
Government should introduce legislation
during the present session for the purpose
of providing compensation for workers
affected by oecupational ailments and dis-
eases.

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . 2o
Noes .. 9
Majority for 16
AYES,
Mr. Angwip Mr, Munsle
Mr. Carter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chesson Mr. Pickering
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Richardson
Mr. Coliler Mr. Simons
Mr. Corboy Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Davies Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Denton Mr, Underwood
Mr. Heron Mr. Walker
Mr. Jobhnston Mr. Willcock
Mr., Mann Mr, Wilson
Mr. Marshall Mr., Mullany
Mr. McCallum (Teller.)
NOEA.
Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Gearge Mr. Piesse
Mr, Harrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Sampson
Mr. H. K. Maley ] {Teller.y

Question thus passed.

MOTION—OIL PROSPECTING.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from the 21st September on the
following motion by Mr. Underwood:—

That in order to eneourage prospecting
for mineral oil, this House is of opinion
that the Minister for Mines, in pursnance
of the powers conferred upon him by See-
tion 7 of the Mining Aet Amendment Aet,
1920, should cancel all prospecting licenses
which are not being efficiently worked, and
that in future no prospecting license beo



[12 OcroBEr, 1922.]

granted for an area greater than 1,000
square miles.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
+ Scaddan—Albany) [5.5]: Without discussing
the pros and cons of the motion as submitted
by the member for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood},
I desire to explain that I have on the Notice
Paper a Bill to amend the Mining Aect, which
has to be read a second time. That deals
with the question of oil prospeeting and oil
leases and the conditions under which they
may be taken up after Qiscoveries have been
made, I have mentioned the matter to the
member for Pilbara and the Leader of the
Opposition. They agree that the discussion
can very well take place on the Bill rather
than on the motion, which deals with only one
phase. 1 do not intend to discuss the matter
now. The Bill should be before the House
next week.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.5]: I move—

That the consideration of the motion he
postponed.

Motion passed.

MOTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY
COMPANY.

Acquisition of Concession,

Debate resumed from the 28th September
on the following motion by Lieut.-Colonel
Denton:—

That in the opinion of this House, if an
equitable arrangement ecan be made, the
lands and railways of the Midland Railway
Company should be acynired by the Govern-
ment of this State, and that a valuation of
both the railway and the unalienated and
partly alienated lands be made as soon as
possible.

The PREMIER (Hon. 8ir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.7]: T eall the attention of the
House to the rather loose wording of the mo-
tion, which sets out that ‘’if an equitabla
arrangement can be made, the lands and rail-
way' of the Midland Railway Company should
b2 aequired by the Goverament,’’ and s¢ on,
I suppose the Government ecould de that. As
a matter of fact, we have had a letter from
the company offering to the Government the
railway and the land which the company own
under their concession. The railway was once
before offered to the Government and all the
papers are being pot together.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: T am not talking
ahout the railway, but the concession.

The PREMTER: The motion refers to the
lands and the railway. The hon. member re-
fers to both, for the concession without tho
railway would not be of much use. I do not
think the House will achieve much by carry-
ing the motion. The question is being looked
into and if satisfactory conditions were fixed,
we would naturally come to the House and
eonsult hon. members about it. That would
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clearly be the duty of the Government. The
motion will not result in one step forward
heing taken and T de not think it should be
carried,

Hon. P. Collier: Do you say you are nego-
tiating with the company?

The PREMIER: No, the company have
written to the Government and have made us
an offer which, if considered satisfactory, will
result in the House being consulted.  The
chairman of the company saw mec in London
abhout this matter and I said: ‘'Put your
offer in writing and T will consider it.’’ That
has bheen donc.

Lieut.-Colone] Denton: You did not give us
that information at the interview we had with
you,

The PREMIER: Yes, I did.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: I do not think so.

The PREMIER: I did do so. No good
can come from carrying the metion. I know
the member for Moore (Lieut.-Colonel Denton)
is anxious to ventilate the matter and have
it considered.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: We want more than
that. We want it considered properly.

The PREMIER: I know that, The hon.
member is anxious that the question of the
purchase of the Midland Company’s railway
and lands comprised within their concession,
shall be carefully considered. If the railway
and the land are offered at a price that the
Government econsider satisfactory, naturally
we will come to the House and acquaint hon.
members with the fact. We want to get at
that position before we come to the House
with the proposal.

Mr, Willcock: Does not the second portion
of the motion provide for that?

Mr. Underwood: I think you can give the
House your opinion regarding the purchase,

The PREMIER: The negotiations should
be untrammelled by any resolution of
this Chamber or by any expression of opinion
of mine in this House, beyond the statement
that an offer has been made. The matter will
be considered and the House will be con-
sulted in due course,

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: When will that be?

The PREMTER: The member for Moore
may think it is a simple matter to make a
purchase involving one million pounds.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: It is a simple matter
to get six millien pounds in England at the
present time.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is a
different matter altogether.

The PREMIER: Every hon. member knows
that a vaination of the land and of the
security was made. Since then a considerable
portion of the land has been sold. The rail-
way may not be in the same position as it
was when that valuation was made. All these
things have to be reviewed before proper
consideration e¢an be given to the matter to
enable the Government to bring it before the
Houge, It would not be wise for the House
to pass the motion or to discuss it at any
great length.

Members: Hear, hear!
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The PREMIER: I know the member for
Moore is anxious that the railway should be
purchased, and that the people in the dis-
tricts affeeted, and at Geraldton as well, who
are the people whe use the line, are anxious
that it should be made Government property.
It has been said that this is the only private
line in the State and that it should be taken
osver. The position is—and I think the
House should agree with me—that the ques-
tion will be considered by the Government,
and if we consider the proposal a satisfaetory
oneg, it will be submiited to the House
to be dealt with. The question cannot
be considered apart from the finaneial
aspect. 1f a ‘satisfactory offer can be ob-
tained and such an offer is received, the
Haouse should be in possession of the price
asked for after negotiation, before dealing
with the question in the way suggesated. I
do net wish to disguise the fact that this is
an important qguestion to all concerned, par-
ticularly these living along the railway and
at Geraldton, but we cannot get finality by
passing tha motion.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: I think we ean.

The PREMIER: No good can cume from
passing it.

Hon. T. Walker:
Government.

The PREMIER: 1 think so. The adeption
of the motion will not advance the consid-
eration of the guestion by the Government or
by the House. I know it is our duty to
consult the House when we are ready to do so
and, naturally, the House will be consulted.

Lieut.-Coloncl Denton: Are we to remain
outside all our lives?

The PEEMIER: The
lived a very short life.

Lieunt.-Colonel Denton:
Fours.

The PREMIER: I do no think so. In any
case, the House will do wreng by passing
the motion. We can do no good by doing so,
but rather the reverse.

It wmight hamper the

Lon. member has

It is as long as

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.14]: T am
surprised at the attitude taken up by the
Premier and his attempt to side-track the
question. The purchase of the Midland Rail-
way Company’s railway and concession is an
important factor in the development of the
State. Tt iz time we heard something more
about this question. If the Premier had read
the motion

The Premier: T read it carefully,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not think the Pre-
mier has read it carefully and particularly
the latter portion. If the Government secured
an offer of the rallway and the eoncession
for a million or a million and a half pounds,
how could they say whether they had a good
bargain ot not? The concluding part of the
motion proposes that a valuation should be
made so that the Government might know
exartly what is offered to them

The Minister for Mines: If yon wcere
thinking of buying a man’s house, subject
to conditions, would you ask him to let you
survey it bhefore you made an offer$

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WILLCOCK: Ho would be very
foolish if he offered any opposition. If we
want to buy

The Minister for Mines: It is the Midland
people who want to sell. They have made an
offer.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But nobody can say
whether or not it is an equitable offer. It is
all in the air. I might be asked any day
whether I am in favour of the Midlapd Com-
pany’s property being purchased by the Gov-
ernment. As it is, I can only say ‘*Certainly,
so long as an equitable arrangement can be
made.’’

The Minister for Agriculture:
said 16 years ago.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The outecome of thote
negotiations was not very creditable to the
State, so it is not advisable to recpen that
subjeet now. The Premier did not give us
any indication of whether the Government
are favourable or unfavourable to the pro-
position.

The Minister for Works:
price, of course,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Well, when are we to
know whether we can get it at a decent
price? It might pay the State to make an
offer to the company. As it is, an offer has
been made to the Government. What is the
Premier going to do about it? Something
ought to bhe done.

The Minister for Works:
been valued half a dozen times.
Mr, Underwood: It is the land we want.
Mr. WILLCOCK: It is the land we are
talking about. We are embarking on a deo-
velopment policy involving the expenditure
of £6,000,60¢, all of which is to be dishursed
in the South-West. Yet a considerable
volume of puliic opinion holds that jthe
money could be better expended in the pur-
chase of the Midland Railway Company’s

prroperty.

The Minister for Agriculture: Surely that
does not come into this proposition!

Mr. WILLCOCK: It ia my deliberate
opinion that most of the money we are rais-
ing for the development of the State could
be better expended elsewhere than in the
Sonth-West, .

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you say
it is better to buy the Jidland Company’s
property than to scttle 6,000 rewcomers in
the State?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister ought to
be supporting the motion instead of attempt-
ing to harass me. Fverybody knows that
the Midland Company’s property would not
cost £6,000,000 nor even £2,000,000. Trob-
ably it could be purchased for something be-
tween a million and a million and a half.

The Minister for Mines: Tt would be
only transferring what we alrendy have.

Mr, WILLCOCK: How ean it be raid that
we have it? The State does not owa it.

The Minister for Mines: But the land ia
producing, and the line is providing employ-
ment for Western Australians.

Mr. WILT.COCK: The land is not prodne-
ing to anything like its full capaecity. The

That was

At a decent

The line has
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Midland settlers cannot get assistance from
the Agrieultural Bank.

The Minister for Agrieulture:
wrong with that?

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is distinetly wrong
that we thould have half a million acres of
first-class land held out of use, and that set-
tlers up there cannot get the assistance
granted to settlers in other parts of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
frec agents, Why did they go there?

Mr, WILLCOCK: It is about time the
Minister amended his views. If any member
of the House knows the value of the Midland
land, it ought to be the Minister himself.

The Minister for Agriculture: 1 am in
agreement with yon up to that point.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier tells us an
offer has been made, and then he sits down
without any explanation. 1 want to know
whether we are to have an opportunity to
discuss the offer, and whether a valuation
will be made.

The Premier: Of course you will have op-
poriumity.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Then when are we to
start about the business?

The Minister for Agriculture: You want
to force the GGovernment into the purchase,

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, if 2 man offers me a
horse, I first want to know its value.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
want somehody to force you into buying the
animal.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The motion does not do
that. What we want is a valuation of the
land held by the company.

The Minister for Agriculture: And are we
to foree that valuation?

Mr. WILLCOCK: When providing for sol-
dier scttlement, the Government went around
making valuations of many propertics. Every-
body knew it did not necessarily mean that
the properties would be purchased. The Gov-
ernment merely acquired the data. That is
what we want now. What is the Premier
going to do about the offer made?

The Premier: I have told you it will be
considered.

Mr. WILLCOCK: You ecannot congider it
until you know the value of the property
offered. .

The Premier: On that snbjeet we have files
that would half fill this Chamber,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Here we have idle lands
held up for years and years because an ab-
sentee eompany owns them, and so the Agri-
cultural Bank cannot make advances upon
them, Now the property has been offered to
the Government, but itz value is unknown,
What steps will the Government take to as-
certain that value and, if the offer be found
equitable, to complete the transaction?

The Minister for Works: A motion like this
will not expedite the transaction.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The motion was delib-
erately framed so as mot to harass the Gov-
ernment in any way. It is not a definite in-
struction to the Government. It merely pro-
poses that a valuation shall be obtained. That
is not binding upon the Government. If, on

What is
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consideration, the Government are unfavour-
able to the purchase, they can hang it up
for years. Apparently the attitude of the
Government is to sit down and do nothing,
instcad of investigating the proposition. In
the interests of the development of the State,
the expenditure of £500 or £600 on a valua-
tion ought not to weigh with us, for it is
well warranted. I hope the House will in-
struct the Government to determine the value
of the company’s property.

The Premier: I have told you the question
will be gone into,

Mr, WILLCOCK: The firat step is to set
about getting a valuation.

The Minister for Mines: We have all the
values now.

Mr., WILLCOCK: T do not see how that
can be, beeause the position is changing from
week to week. Some of the land is partly
alicnated, some of it wholly, while other land
is being sold from day to day. The com-
pany may have sold 100,000 acres within the
Iast month which, of course, would affect the
total value of the property.

The Minister for Agriculture: The value is
what a willing huyer will pay a willing seller.

Mr, WILLCOCK : I don’t know about both
being equally willing. Tn most instances one
or the other thinks he ought to get a little
maore.

Mr. Pickering: But generally the parties
reach a point of agreement.

My, WILLCOCK: Yes; and if the mation
for a valuation be carried, the Government,
on having the valuation made, will be much
closer to agreement with the company than
they are to-day.

The Minister for Works: It is not good
business to let the man from whom you are
going to buy know what your valuation is.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Why not? I do not see
the reason,

The Minister for Works: Yon must have a
very lively imagination,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I have sufficient imag-
ination to know this has been a dead guestion
for 16 or 17 years, and I have sufficient imag-
ination to wish to make it a live question.

The Premier: It is a live question.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is not showing much
sign of vitality. Wao should have an assurance
from the Premier that authentic information
will be obtained, If this is made a live ques-
tion, a Parliamentary party should go through
the Midland areas to sce what development has
taken place. Serious eonsideration should be
given to the question of purchasing this line,
and apparently this has not been done up to
the present. The first thing that shovld be
done is to obtain a valuation and if a good
bargain can be made the Government should
purchase the company’s concession. I com-
mend the motion to the House.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, H. K. Maley—Greenough) [5.31]: Up
to a certain point the House is in complete
agreemnent with the member for Moore (Lieut.-
Colonel Denton) and the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Willeoek). The first portion of the
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motion sets out that if an equitable arrange-
ment can be made, the lands and railway of
the Midland Railway Company should be
aequired by the Government. There is no
argument against that,

Licut.-Colonel Denton: Then why argue it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thkat portion of the motion speaks for itself,
but the motion goes on to state—‘‘And that
a valuation of both the rdilway and the un-
alienated and partly aliensted lands be made
as goon as possible.’’ The member for Ger-
aldton might be an autherity on railways, but
I do not regard him as an authority on land
values. If he had told us something about
the value of the railway, which is part and
parcel of the contraet, I would have been
prepared to listen to him. The member for
Moore is asking the Government to have a
valnation made. of another party’s property,
on which valuation it is to be purchased
under resolution of the House. While the
company may be a very willing seller and the
Government a somewhat willing buyer, the
House has no right to put the Government
in that position. If T wanted to buy a house,
I would not tolerate being told by anyone
that T had to buy it on a certain valuation.
Sueh a prineiple would be altogether wrong,
I quite agree with the members for Moore
and Geraldton as to the desirableness of the
State acquiring the Midland railway and land,
which should have been purchased in 1905.
Nowhere in the State could more land have
been made available for wheat growing and
sheep grazing, and in no other part of the
State could greater development have been
secured-

AMr, Stubbs: Is it too late now?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not saying it is too late. What I am
asking the House to do is to consider the
question from the point of view of being
forced to bny, or being prepared to buy.
That is the whole question. It would be
necessary to consider the line, the develop-
ment, the equipment, and the condition of
the track, and would the member for Ger-
aldton say it is fair to ask the Government
to bhave a valuation made for buying the
railway in conjunction with the land?

Mr. Willeock: You will never buy it if
you do not know what it is worth.

The Minister for Mines: And what it costs
per annum to operate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon, member must realise that an im-
portant consideration would be the cost of
bringing the road up to a proper standard
of maintenance and the rolling stock up to
a proper degree of cquipment. The member
for Geraldton says the Government should
be compelled to buy the lime.

Mr. Willcock: Nothing I said can be con-
strued in that way.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Althongh the company have from time to
time sold some of the land coinprized within
their concession, it has been sold at the

[ASSEMBLY.]

market value. It is mot very material to ua
how much the land was sold for, because the
Government would probably toke over the
partially alicnated land on the basis of the
contracts,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: What if the Govern-
ment bad to reduce the price of the land as
soon as they took it over?! The Midland
people would want it at the same price as
other settlers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That might be a subject for investigation by
the hon. member and his select committee,
who are at present inquiring into certain
matters affecting land scttlement. The Gov-
ernment do not deny to Midland settlers the
right to securc loans from the Agricultural
Bank provided they have freehold to offsr
as security.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You do not deny the
Midland Company’s clients assistance under
the TA.B.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government have never differentiated at
all. Tt would be an invidious distinetion if
a scttler, holding land on the west side of
the line—the Government side—were in pos-
gession of certain advantages not open to a
Midland secttler who was in a position to
offer equally good security. The Govern-
ment say to-day that provided they can give
security, they may enjoy the full advantages
of the Apricultural Bank.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: And they are not en-
titled to it until the Government can get that
sgcurity.

Mr. Willeock: I want to enable them to
get it

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Agrieultural Bank is purely a security
bank; if you cannot give security, the bank
cannot advance money. If we could seeure
the land and railway of the Midland Com-
pany, it would mark a distinet step in the
developainent of the State, but the Govern-
ment should not be forced into the position
of being told they have to buy.

My, Willeoek: All the motion aska is that
they make a valuation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is only part of the motion.

Mr, Willeock: That is the whole strength
of it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. mewnber must realise that that is
only an afterthought.

Mr., Willcoek: No, that is the thing to be
done first,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In opening the show at Moora on Friday last,
I referred to the Midland Railway Com-
pany

Lient.-Colonel Denton: Midland stock can-
not be beaten. Look at the prizes won at the
Royal Show.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hop. member will say at least that I was
perfectly fair. It would be an absolutely
uncalled for procedure for the Government to
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make a valuation of the land and railway for
the benefit of the company, as it would entail
considerable cost and would be used against
the Government as the basis on which the
purchase should be made.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: Are they going to
know that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member is surely not so unsophis-
ticated as to think that 3 valuation submitfed
to the House will not come to the knowledge
of the Midland Company.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) (5.40]: I am
in favour of the motion. I do not thiuk there
is any disagreement with regard to the first
portion. When one hears the Midland resi-
dents referred to in the way they have been
to-day, I feel inclined to side with the mem-
ber for Moore when he saye they are aliens.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is a case
of save me from my friends.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: In what way are
they aliens? You do not know as much about
them as I do.

Mr, PICKERING: These seftlers are sub-
jeet to the same taxation as other residents
of the State.

The Minister for Agrieulture:
they are.

Mr, PICKERING: And in my opinion
they arc entitled to the privileges whieh other
eitizens enjoy. Yet we find that one of the
most important directions in which assist-
anee is rendered to settlers is withheld from
the Midland people. I refer to the Agricul-
tural Bank,

The Minister for Agriculture:
withheld.

Mr. PICKEERING: The Minister said that
if Midland settlers could give security, they
conld cbtain advances.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
money without security?

Mr, PICKERING: My argument is not
in that Qirection. As soon as possible we
should purchase this railway, with a view to
giving to Midland settlers those facilities en-
ioyed by other settlers throughout the State.

The Minister for Works: Do you know
the history of the negotiations om that ques-
tion?

Mr. PICKERING: I have before me the
‘‘Hanesard’’ rveports for 1905 which, at page
744, show that the them Premier (Hon. H.
Daglish) moved—

That in the interest of this State the
acquisition of the railway and lands of
the Midland Railway Co. ‘of Western Aus-
tralia, Ltd., ia desirable.

I do not propose to rend the report of the
debate, but I am satisfied that, at that time,
the members of the Legislative Assembly
were at one in the desire to acquire the Mid-
land raiiway. Tt has beea rumoured that
there were certain actions in connection with
the disposal of the railway which were not
qnite what they ought to have been, and for
that reason the sale was defeated. T was not
in Parliament at the fime.

Of course

Would yon advance

It is not -
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was, and members
turned it down.

Mr. PICEERING: It was turned down on
the voices. I have yet to learn that the need
for acquiring the railway was greater then
than it is to-day.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: There was & rumour
that members were making something out of

it.

Mr. PICKERING: It would have been a
good thing if the railway had Leen acquired
at that time and not left to be purchased at
this period.

The Minister for Works: There were alle-
gations of political dishonesty.

The Minister for Mines: There was some
dirty work at the cross-roads that night.

Mr. PICEERING: It must be borne in
mind that the position the company are in
at the present time will facilitate the likeli-
hood of the purchase being effected much
more than was the case when the matter was
last hefore Parliament, for the reason that
the company are now labouring under a heavy
burden of taxation. That would be a special
inducement to the company to scll their pro-
perty at a much more reasonable figure than
would otherwise have been the case. We
have heard from the member for Moore
all about the value of the land, and X
am quite satisfied from what he has said,
and also from what we have heen told by
the member for Geraldton (Mr., Willeoek),
and the Minister for Agrienlture, that there
can be no question as to that value. Regard-
ing the aren that is still availahle for selec-
tion, we must aceept the statement made by
the member for Moore that the acreage runs
into 750,000, all of which is first-class. If
there be sueh a large area of land Iying idle,
it gshould be the business of the House to see
that it is made available for selection as
gpeedily as possible. "We know that the
climate and the conditions generally along
the Midland line are eminently suitable for
all elasses of agriculture, and thercfore it is
desirable that we shonld acquire that valuable
country and put it under settlement at the
earliest practicable date. The econditions
under which the Midland Company are com-
pelled to sell the land make it diffienlt to
bring about its disposal, So that if it is im-
possible for settlers to acquire areas in that
part of the State under the terms and com-
ditions offered by the company, it should be
an aditional argument in favour of the State
securing the railway line and the land. We
are told, and we know from the statements
made by the Minister for Apriculture and
others, that the country is very fertile, that
it produces good crops and first class stock of
cvery description. T have made a casval in-
spection of parts of that eountry and T have
come to the conclosion that there are in
that part of the State some of the
most favourable areas for settlement to
be fownd in any part of Western Australia.
T have no desire to repeat the arpuments and
statisties advaneed by the member for Maoore,
which prove to us the number of stock raised
on the Midland lands and the quantity of



1060

wheat and other products which have been
put on the markets every ycar. Those, how-
ever, are potent arguments in favour of the
adoption of the motion. So far as I could
understand him, the Minister for Agriculture
was not oppused to the first part of the
motion. He seemed to be in accord with the
desire to purchase the railway and land, but
he objected to that portion of the motion
reading, ‘‘And that a valuation of hoth™ the
railway and the unalienated and partly
alienated land be made as soon as possible, ™’
We have an assurance from the Premier that
an offer has been submitted to him by the
Midland Company.
Mr. Underwood: They are negotiating.

Mr. PICKEERING: The basis of negotia-
tions must he an offer of some sort. Of
eourse the Premier is not in a position to
disclose to the House the nature of the offer
submitted for his consideration, but no doubt
the matter is before Cabinet at the present
time. If the Premier is in earnest about this
business, and if bhe is anxious to bring the
subject to finality—remembering that the
subjeet of gettlement is that which is mearest
to his heart—he must proceed as any business
man wonld proceed, and ascertain the valua
of the property.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He knows that now.

Mr. PICKERING: T do not agree with tha
hon, member, becauvse from my experience of
the lands in various parts of the State, the
prices vary, and@ we know too thaf they have
varied considerably during the past decade.
Land has appreeiated in valne everywhere,
and we are justified in assuming that the
Midland lands have also advanced in value.
The matter is one for inquiry, and all that
the hon. member who submitted the motion
degires is that an investigation to determine
this point shall be made. I can see no objee-
tion to this course being followed. I hope
the House will agree to the motion. I can
see no danger in it, and I certainly eannot
vnderstand why the Minister for Agrieulture
gshould have offered opposition to it. He
agreed with the first part of the motion and
disagreed with the sceond part, and when
questioned by the member for Geraldton with
regard to the first part, the Minister drifted
back again to the sccond part. I have some
doubt about the earncstness of the Minister
in respect of the motion. As a representative
of a part of the northern Midland districts,
he should be thoroughly familiar with the
possibilities of that part of the State, and
the motion should have his entire sympathy.
Personally T am not in any way interested
in the maiter.

Hon. P. Collier: You seem to be more
favourably disposed towards the Midland
Company’s lands than is the Minister for
Apriculture,

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the Minister for
Agriculture js in carnest about this question.

Houn. P. Collier: Influence again; that is
the way you members go when you form a
coalition.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that the Pre-
mier threw very little light upon this im-
portant matter. We have nothing to go on
a8 a result of what the Premier said. His
remarks were 50 brief that they shed very
little light on the subject.

Hon. P. Collier If we go by the length of
the speeches, then you shed considerable light
on ceverything.

Mr. PICKERING: Anyway, the Premier
did not err in the direction of giving us very
much information; he gimply said that an
offer by the company was under consideration,
and that that was all he could tell the
House. I hope that when the vote is taken
there will be a sufficient number of members
present to earry it.

The MIXNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.55]: The
Premier has told the House that he has a
communication from the Midland Railway
Company, and he also told the House that he
was making inquiries. That is the function
of the Government; it is not the function of
the House to direet the Government as to
what they shall do or practically commit them
to a purchase such as is suggested. The Gov-
ernment are carrying out their part of the
business. An offer has been submitted and it
is  teeeiving consideration. The Govern-
ment are inquiring as to what is best to
do, and hon. members who have spoken have
not strengthened their case by trying to
force conelusions upon the Government. The
Government would be very foolish to allow
themselves to be hurried in ¢onnection with a
deal of such magnitude. I do not know what
the figures are; I am content to wait until
the Premier brings the matter beforo Cabinet.

Mr, Willeock: Apparently no one has taken
auy steps at all; the offer is six months old,
and nothing has been dome. ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is not warranted in saying sueh a
thing; that is only imagination on his part,
The Premier told the House that there had
Dheen an offer made and that he was Qealing
with it. That should bhe sufficient for the
hon. member.

Mr. Willcock: 1 do not want him io con-
sider it; T want him to take some action.

The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS: If the
hon. member desires to purchase a house,
wonld he make known to the people from
whom he intended to purchase it all those
reasons that made it desirable he should buy
it? :

Mr, Willcock: T would let them know what
I thought it was worth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The his-
tory of the Midland Railway, which is some
30 yenars old, should show members as well as
the Government that they cannot be too eare-
ful about what they are doing. We do not
wanl te cast any reflection upon the comrarny.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not hesitate
to cast reflections upon Western Aupstralia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
8o, but no one takes mueh notice of that, not
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¢ven the sharcholders., The motion should be
withdrawn. Jf it were carried and the Gov-
ernment proceeded to get the valuations of the
railway and the land belonging to the com-
pany, I venture to say it would not be long
hefore some member moved for the production
of the papers, and in that way cxposed our
hands {o the company.

Hon, P, Collier: With the majority yon
have any silly thing wight be eacried.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
say that, but it is not desirable that the hands
of the Government should be, forced in this
way. No doubt if the motion were carried
some one would make it his business as early
as possible to send a cable to the directors
in Londen telling them what had taken place.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Why do you fear
that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 gathen
that from the debate this afternoon. The

effeet would be that the people in Londow -

would think they had the Government ticd
up, and wonld then submit a totally different
offer.

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[6.3]: Anyone looking at the country served
hy the Great Southern railway, sinee that Tine
was purchased by the (fovernment:

Hon. W. €. Angwin: And the price of laud
was reduced.

Mr, JONXSTON: The price of land was
reduced a8 agaiust that charged by the pri-
vate company owning the line, and the land
was thrown open to free selection by people
who came from' all parts of Australia to set
fle on it. Al must he anxious to see for the
lands served by the Midland railway an era
of prosperity similar to that expericneed along
the Great SBouthern, The Great Southern line
was purchased by the late Lord -Forrest in
1898, and the districts served by it have he-
ecome more progpierons cvery year sinee the
purchase.  The settlers along the Midland
railway line have soffered a  great deal.
When they pass through the Great Southern
distriets and rvealise that all that land was ane
held by a private ¢ompany, just as the land
in their own district is now helil by the Mid-
tand Railway Company, and note the pro-
gress that has heen wade both cast and west
of the Great Southern line, they too must he
anxious to see such action taken hy the Gov-
ernment as is outlined by the wotion. At
present it is impossible for any Government,
however sympathetic they may he, to cxtend
to the Midland settlers the finaneial assistance
of the Agrienltural Bank aud the Tndusiries
Asgistance Board. Those settlers purchased
their land from the Midland Railway Com-
pany, and mwany of them still owe moneyx to
that company.

Hon. W. ', Angwin: But they are assisted
through the Tudustries Assistance Board in
the same way as other settlers.

Mr. TOHXS8TOX : I understand only in the
event of the company agreeing to waive their
einims as first morigagees, which they very
rarely do. T am anxious to see the settlers
along the Midland line placed en the same
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basis as those who have Lought Crown land
elsewhere in the State, The fact that a settler
owes noney to the Crown upen his (and is not
taken into consideration when he applies to
the Agrienltural Bank for ussistan e.

[len. W, C. Angwin: Uf coirse it is.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Only in a comparatively
small way. No one, however, would agree to
the Government advancing money to a settler
who owed a considernble sum representing
the balanee due upon the land that he had
purchased from the Midland Ratlway Com-
pany. The Company, therefore, have the first
elaim upon the land, and, wntil the halance
of the purchase nioney is wiped off, the set-
tler is unable to cnjoy the beaefits of the
operations of the Industries Assistance Board
or the Agricultural Bank, such as are enjoyed
by scttlers elsewhere in the State. There is
good land, extending as {ar ¢ast as the Won-
gan-Mullews line still owned hy the comn-
pany aud suitable for occupation, When the
Great Southern lands were purchased by Lord
Forrest on the oceasion of his statesman-like
avct in 1888, relief was given to those settlers
whu had alremly coatracted 1o buy their land
from the Weat Auvstralian Land Company.
A large area of land had heen purchased
from that company at prices ranging up to
£4 am acre. When the Government bought
out the West Austratinn Land Company they
also honght the unpaid halanees of purchase
money for land that had heen sold by the
comjany.  Where a1 man had pmid 10s. an
acre to the Land Company, all e was re-
quirel to o by the Govermmment was to fulfil
the improvement comlditions provided by the
Land Aet to negnive the Erevhold of his pro-
poerty.

Hon, W, O Apgwin: And ihe covméry paid
the rest. .

Mr, JOIINSTON: That is so. The Gov-
crnment bought the balanees doe at o low
rate, and pave relief to the settlers. Al that
the company were concerned ghont was to got
their full payment fur the land. | hope if the
Government buy ont the Midland Railway
Company it will he possible for them to
lieve seme of the present tenants of the eom-
pany in the same way. .

Ay, Manu: Would not the Government be
in a better position under the Closer Settle-
ment Bill?

Mr. JOHNSTON: That
case, Imt it will mot
buy the gwailway. T am
all  the rallways in  the State  under
Government ownership. Tn regard to the
question of valuation, the first thing a careful
purchaser docs when seeking to Luy a house
is to have a valuation made by somcone com-
petent to do so. .

The Minigter for Works: You o not sup-
pose the Government wonld buy without a
valuation?

Mr. JOHNSTON: No. T am amazed at
the opposition to that portion of the motion
whieh deals with the guestion of valuation.

Mr. Underwood: Su‘:poso the house is nof
for snle?

may be the
cnalble  them to
anxious to see
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Mr. JOLINSTON: This is fur sale. The
first business-like precaution for the Govern-
ment to take would be to have a valuation
made by a competent anthority, L am awaro
that land valuations have been made in the
past, but sinee then new railways have been
built and sowe of the 1and has been sold, and
no doubt cirewmsatances have greatly altered.

The Minister for Agriculturc: How does
this affect Perenjori?

Mr. JOIINSTON: [ do not know, but [
am not so narrow minded as to take that into
consideration on this question. From north
of Midland Junetion to the sea-coast, and as
fur ag Walkaway, there is a provinece that has
been struggling along for many years, and
which it would seem to be the duty of the
Minister for Agriculture to look after.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is being
well looked nafter.

Mr, JOHNSTON: That may be the Min-
j*ter’s opinion, but it is at preseat in the
hands of a private monopoly.

The Minister for Agriculture: I have land
there and you have none.
Mr, JOIOINSTON: That i3 correct. The

settlers, however, should be given the same
opportunity of becoming prosperous as is
given by the Government to settlers in other
districts, through the gencrous conditions at-
tached to the Jand laws of the State and the
generous assistance of the Agricnitural Bank
and the Industries Agsistance Board. Those
of us who support the motion desire that the
sottlers along the Midland Railway line s]lould
he able to obtain those benefits.

The Minister for Agriculture:
never been denied.

Mr. JOHNSBTON: I know as much as the
Minister does on this guestion. [ support the
motion.

They have

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.32]: No doubt there is some justi-
fication for the opposition of the Government
to this motion. In any event, worded as it ig,
it would not carry mueh weight with them,
hecause they counld please themselves ax ta
whether thoy put it inte cffeet or nef, T know
of an instanee of the smme kind where a
motion alougr these lines was passed through
the ITouse, and the Government are still con-
sidering the question. Al this land has been
cxamined, Fvery acre has been marked out
by Government offieiala as first, second and
third class, and sand plain,  The vaination
was made, T think, in the time of the Iate
Surveyor-General, Mr, Johnaton.

The Minister for Mines: Siner which time
Crown lands have been reduced in value.

Hon, W, (&, ANGWTN:« Yes. HSome years
later it was stated that {and held hy the Gov-
ernment Jind too high a priec plneed upon it.
The lands owned by the Milland Railway
Company were valned in aceordance with the
price the Government were charging at the
time, Members have repeatedly said that the
price of Crown lands should be reduced. To-
day the price of firft-class land is 19s, an

[ASREMBLY.]

acre.  Hf the Government were to buy the
Midland Railway lands, and also buy the
amount still owing by the settlers who pur-
chased from the cowpany at £3 or £4 an acre,
the Government would have to reduece the
price of that land to 15s., in the case of first-
class areas, to conform with the reduced priee
of Crown lands elscwhere in the State.

The Minister for Mines: In some cases we
wonld have to make a refund to the settlers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1t will require most
careful consideration, Members are not in o
position to determine the matter, which iz one
for the Government to deal with. They will
have to wmegotinte with the Midland Railway
Company.

The Minister for Works:
sponsibility also,

Mr. Willeock:
agks.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I know. 1 disagree
with the view that becanse some ycars ago
this large area was conceded to the Midland
Railway Company no other part of the State
should be developed.

Mr, Willeoek: There is no reason why this
area should be held up.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is owned by the
Midland Railway Company, and our first con-
sideration should be to develop the lands
owned by the State. Settlers who have pur-
chased from the Midland Railway Company
do get assistance from the Industries Assist-
ance Board.

Mr. Willeock: We are only talking about
the Agricultural Bank.

Hou. W, ¢. ANGWIN: The Agricultural
Bank ecannot assist without a second mort-
gage, and the value of that land to-day is
such that the Agricultural Bank can get no
security for money expended there. I would
be safe in saying that no member of this
Chamber would advance money ou such a
serurity, and yet members are gquite willing to
advance the Statc’s money.

And take the re-

That is all the hon. member

Sittéing suspended from 6.15 1o 7.80 p.m.

Hon. W, (.
pointing out:

Alr,  Marshall ealled
of the House.

ANGWIN: Pefore ten I was

attention to the state

Bells rung; a quorum forned,

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: T was pointing onut
that the rerson why settlers on the Midland
Company 's land could not get assistance from
the Agricultural Bank was that they could
uot give security. Any advances made by
the Aprieultural Bank for the improvement
of the holdings of Midland settlers would be
chiefly to the advantage of the Midland Com-
pany. There would be no security for the
State. Tn 1905 1 supported the proposal for
the purchase of the Midland railway and
lands, and 1 still think it would be to the
advantage of the State if the railway and
lands were secured. It has been urged that
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the Midland district is strangled by private
wmonopoly.  Unfortunately that argument
vomes from those who support private monop-
oly in other directions than that of railway
communieation. It would appear, therefore,
that in the opinion of the hon. members in
gnestion a private monopoly is to be done
away with only when its abolition iz bene-
ficial to certain sections of the State. After
the statement made by the Premier on this
motion, it would be advisable either to ad-
journ the debate or to ask leave to withdraw
the motion,

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Why?

llon. W. C, ANGWIN: Because the Gov-
crument are negotiating at the present time.
The Premier said that while he was in Lon-
don overtures were made to him, and that he
then asked that a proposal should be sent out
here in writing. That has now been done,
and the Government have the matter under
consideration, we are told, though this is the
first time we have heard it. Therefore it
would be altogether inadvisable to do any-
thing that might have a tendency to give
those who have the property for sale an im-
pression that the State is anxious to make the
purchage, The matter should be left entirely
to negotiation by the Government. If we
show over-anxiety to obtain any property, un-
doubtedly the price of the property will go
up.

Mr. Willeock: The motion merely affirms
the desirability of the purchase.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If a Bill were
bronght down for the puwrchase of the Mid.
land line and lands on terms beneficial to the
State, I do not think the House would object.
But surely under present conditions we should
leave the Government a free hand. They
should not be plaeed in the position of having
their hands forced, so to speak, by a resolu-
tion showing an urgent desire on the part of
Parliament to make the purchase. The meo-
tion, of course, dees not say that the Govern-
ment shall purchase, bul, ncvertheless, the
carrying of the motion woul? back up the
sellers, and place the Government in a less
advantageous pogition to negotinte. Seeinp
that the Government are now negotiating

Mr. Willeock: How do you know they are?

Hon. W. . ANGWTN: T did not know it
until to-night. T o not think any mcmber of
the Hounse knew it nntil to-night. Bot the
Promier has stated to-night that the Govern.
ment have had na offer made fo them from
London. Like the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin (Mr. Johnston), T think that all the
railways in the State should helong to the
Government. In my opinion, the Midland
lands would be more developed to-day if they
were in the hands of the Government., Tf
Ministers bring down a Bill for purehase on
cquitable terms, T will support it. But as re-
garda this motion, T say we shonld not pass
it, becanse in doing so we shonld he depriv-
ing the Government of a free hand in the
negofiations,

On motion by Alr. Mann, debate adjouwrned.
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BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 28th September; Mr,
Stubbg in the Chair, Hon. T. Walker (for
Mrs. Cowan) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Next-of-kin of intestate without
issue to include mother:

The CHAIRMAN: The inember for York
has moved the following amendment:—After
‘‘father,’’ in line 1 of paragraph (b), in-
sert ‘fwhere the net value of his or her cstate
does not exceed five hundred pounds.’’

Mr. PICKERING: The consensus of opin-
ton geems to be that a fair compromisc would
be reached by providing that if the father or
the mother .lied and Lrothers and sisters were
left, the amount should be equally divided.
T have an amendment on the Notice Paper.

The CHAIRMAN: There is an amendment
before the Chair now, moved by the member
for York. That amendment must be dealt
with first.

Mr. PICKERING: T oppose the amendment
of the member for Yorkl On a point of or-
der, T should like to ask whether it will be
competent for the member for Kimberley to
move an amendment in paragraph (a), which
paragraph I think has been passed,

The CHATRMAN: We are now on para-
graph (b). TUnless the Bill is recommitted I
cannot go back to paragraph (a). ‘

Mr. PICKERING: Under the amendment
of the member for York, the mother will have
the same right as the father, whercas under
the existing law the whole estate goes to the
father. T take it that if the father is dead
and the mother is living, the amount would
he divided amongst the remainder. If the
amendment of the member for York is de-
feated, T shall move the amendment which I
have placed on the Notice Paper.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yon ¢annot go back
either,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Susacx
will not he able to go hack as he proposes.

Mr. TNDERWOOD; T trust the ¢lause will
he agreed to as printed. What the member
for Sussex aima at is already provided for in
the Administration Act and all that would be
neeessary to eover his point would he to have
a referenee to next of kin., Who has more
right to the cstate than the mother? Where
docs the right of anyone clse come in?

Mr. Maan: There wight he a erippled
gigter.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: And if there were,
the mother would look after her. The mother
s the proper person to handle the estate. Tt
has been suggested that there may be bad
mathers. Where we find one had mother, we
will find a dezen bad hrothers and sisters.
The mother bore, suckled and reared her
ohild: she sheltered him against all tronbles

_in his yonth and protected him till he was

able to  proteet himself. Whkat did  the
hrothers and sisters do? Tt seems ta me oh-
vious that the  woney so Teft shonld belong
to the mother. We ecannot legislate for
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treaks, and a natoral mother will see to it
that her children nre provided for. We should
altow her to look .after them.

Hen, W, . Angwin: Suppose she marries
again?

Mr, UNDERWOOD:
after her children.

Mr. DURACK: 1 do not think the amend-
ment suggested by the membor for York will
carry out his infention, [£ the estate should
ha one of £1,200, and there were five brothers
or sisters, then the position would he that the
mother would et only £200; whereas if the
estate were waorth only £493, or £500, she
would receive the full amount. T hope the
amendment will not be earried.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is a good deal
iu the contention nrged by the member for
Kimberley. The amendwent is VYague and
“doen not fall exaetly into line with the dis-
tribution provided for in the Administration
Aet.  Apart from that aspeet, the view ex.
pressed by the member for Pithbars iy the
sonnd one. In England this provision is
already law and Eneland is a conservative
country. Under the Bill we make no distine-
tion as between the father and the mother;
whereas the old law made the father stand
out alone as the one who eould hoid property.
The wife was merely a chattel. We have got
away from that and now a woman ¢an hold
property and sue, and be sued, in respect of
her own rights. At the same time, we linger
behind England in some instances and that
under disenssion is one direction in which we
have lingered hehind. T ask the Committee
to reject the amendment and adopt the claus:
as it stands. No possible harm ¢an come of
it, because if there is one portion of the
family having regard for the offspring, it is
that represented by motherhood. FEven a had
maother has regard for the interests of her
ehildren, It has been suggested that by
marrying again, the cstate may be diverted
by the mother from her children. At one time,
the marriage would mean that the property
went to the busband bhut now that is not so,
and the mother retains her right to the pro-
perty. A mother will always provide for her
childeen unless she is de-natured by some
means or other, but that type of woman is
the cxeeption and we de not legislate for
her. The ordinary woman may he trusied
to provide for her ehildren.

Capt. CARTER: [T support the clause
it stands in the Bill. When we last considere ]
the measure, it was nnderstoml that the mem-
Ler for York and the member for West Perth
intended to scck legal opinion regarding the
former's amendment. T am sorry the member
for West Perth is not present, but she in-
fermed me that she had had legal opinion.
whieh was in favewr of paragraph (b) of
Clause 2. After hearing the member for
Kanowna, T think we will be safe in adopting
the elause as it stands,

My, DURACK: In my view, it is unfair
that the father of a person dying intestate
shanld take the whole of {he estate.  Tow-
ever, that has been accepted by the Commit-

She will still look

[ASSBMBLY.)

tee, and so T think the widowed mother of the
deveased should be placed an the same fuot-
ing, and allowed to take the lot. The only
way we can achieve that is by aceepting the
cliuae as originally printed. 1 will vote for
the rlause,

Amendment put and negatived,
'lanse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment, and the
report adepted. .

BILL—PEXNSIONERS (RATER
EXEMPTION).

In Committee,

Resumed from 28th Se tember; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair; Capt, Carter in eharge of the
13ilt,

Clause 2—Egemption from Rates, Amend-
went by Hon, W, C. Apgwin—'" That after
19,7 in line 4, ‘and the wat v amd sewerage
rites’ he inserted'’—partly considered:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T hope
the Commmittee will gravely consider what is
proprosed by the amendment. 1t would be &
very serjous thing, not only for the munici-
pulities, but also for the Water Supply and
Sewerage Department, if the amendment were
earried and the clause as amended agreed to.
t is not alone a question of showing sym-
pathy with the pensioners; some regard must
he had for the financial side of our public
ntilities. 1 we agree to the nmendment, we
might as well extend it to include trams and
railways, and allow all pensioners to travel
free.

Mr, MaeCallum Smith:
the Government?

The MIXISTER FOR WURKS: [ canuot
say offhand. It has been stated that in Perth
alone there are 1,200 or 1,300 ponsioners who
will enjoy this proposed exanption {rom
rates. I should like to hear some good rea-
sons why we should agree to it: I know of
many why we should not.

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN: [ do not think the
Minister can point to a single instanee where
thig exemption is not already granted.

The Premier: Then let it go at that.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: No, there might be
i change of Government. 1 have in mind a
reeent instanee of an old age peasiouer being
releaseil from the pavment of his water rates
o showing that he eonlil not meet the de-
mand,  This proposed provision means, not a
vift, It merely a lean.

The Minister for Works: It wwans a8 weight
on the ratepayers.

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: 1 knov of severa:
loral authorities whe have uno objection to
the proposal. Even to-day the Miniser is not
charging old age pensioners water and sewer-
s rates,

The Minister for Works: llow many are
wetting exemption!  L'erhaps half a dozen.

What will it vost
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Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Well, let them all
tie put on the same footing. Tt is curious that
we had ne objection from the Government to
the Bill while it affected only the loeal au-
thorities, but immediately it is proposed to
include water and sewcrage rates we have n
protest from the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Under
the existing law, if there be any case of hard-
ship, the local authority can report it to the
Mimster, whe shall decide the action to he
taken. However, to talk of making it general
is unfair to the State. These pensioners
gradually gravitate to Perth and Fremantle
and, perhaps, Kalgoorlie; so on those three
local aunthorities will fall a burden which
ought to be spread over the whole State.
Numbers of local aunthorities will not be at
all aficcted by this. No Minister for Water
Supply wouid refuse assistance to a deserviny
case, -but in the first place he must proteet
the revenue of the State. At the present time
the Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage
Department cannot halance its ledger, so |
ask the Clommittee to panse before seriously
ailding to the finaneial responsibilities of that
department. I cannot believe there is real
neevessity for the proposed gencral exemption
of rates in favour of pensioners. We have
had but half a dozen requests for this relief.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: How many have
vou grantedf

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T think
we have granted cvery request that has been
made. Tt is not a question of sympathy, We
are here to adjust matters in a commonsense
way.

Capt. CARTER: 'The Minister stated that
wherever possible relief is granted in bona
fide cases, 1 introduced the Bill to meet bona
fide cases, the old age pensioner whose sole
income is the 15s. a week received from the
Federal Government, T take it the Minister
would consider every such case bona fide. The
unfertunate part is that a great many people
allow themselves to be bludgeoned into pay-
ing their rates by reason of their terror at
the receipt of a “‘bluey.’’ They have paid
rates when they conld not afford to pay them.

The Minister for Works: They get an
equivalent; it is not as if they paid for noth-
ing.

Capt. CARTER: The object of the Bill is
to give an exemption to people who are not
in a position to help themselves; people who
are bevond the working age, and who in
many eases, have done much for the State.
Last Thuraday a ease came ander my notice.
A man had been living in the one house for
21 wears and had not got behind with his
rates. Lately, he has become an old-age
pensioner, and on the 5th October he re-
ceived a warrant for the recovery of £4 Za
4., being a moiety of the year’s rates.

AMr. Mann: That rate is verv high.

Capt. CARTER: §Still he is judged worthy
of an oll-age pension.

The Miniater for Works: There is one
whose daughter, son-in-law and two lodgers
live in the hounge,
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Capt. CARTER: T do not think that is
tlie case to which | am referring.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: These were muni-
cipal rates.

Capt. CARTER: Such people becotne ter-
rified by those notices and they pay when
they cannot afford to part with the money.
The amendment will remove that Qifliculty.

Lion, W. €, ANGWIN: The list placed be-
fore the Minister for the striking off of rates
comes from road hoards and not from muni-
cipalities.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIX: The water rate is
congiderably less than one-half of the mauni-
cipal rate, and the Government are not in
half so bad a position us the loral governing
bodics.  FParlizment has refused the loeal
governing bodics power to increase their rates.

Mr, Johnston: They are very heavy now.

Hon, W. (", ANGWIN: The municipalities
used to get subsidies from the Government,
but they mo louger receive them. They arve
feeling the pineh more than the Government,
£ [ were asking the Government to give some-
thing, T could understand the objection, but
[ am onty asking that these rates stund as o
loan against the property during the last five
or six years of a pensioner’s life

The Minister for Works: Look at the
amount of book-keeping that would be re-
quired.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It would require no
more book-Feeping than at present. I think
the Government will gain rather than losc in
the end. While they are mow striking oftf
rates, in many instances they wil later on
get the lot. The Government should be put
in the same position as the lecal autherities.

Mr. PICEERING: The arguments of the
member for North-East Fremantle seem to
be unanawerable. Road boards and muniei-
palities are in a very bad way. We are ask-
ing the local authorities to bear this burden,
and yet the Government are not prepared to
aceede to a similar request.

The Minister for Works: The Government
are not asking the municipalitics to do it.

Mr. PICKERING: But we are.

The Minister for Works: Do not you urge
ceconomy in future.

Mr. PICKERING: This is economy in the
interests of the peunsioners.

The Minister for Works:
pathy!

Mr. PICKERING: If we are prepared to
take over so much of the pensioners’ obliga-
tions, we might go a little further, as has
heen indieated. Tt is suggested that the rates
be made a charge against the estate.

The Minister for Works: De you think
that is of any value?

Mr. PTOKERTNG: Yes. ‘The number of
pensioners who have houses of their own is
few, and [ regret that we caunot extend con-
sideration to all old-age pensioners. Tf onr
ueeds it more than another, it iz the pensianer
who has ne property to exempt.

The Minister for Works: Shoulid not the
FPederal Government increase the pension?

Mandlin  sym-
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Mr. PICKERING: That would be better
still.  Tf the Government wish to get this
proposal rescinded, they should point out to
the Federal Government that the amount
of the peunsion is inadequate and should be
inereased to the extent to which pensionecrs
will be benefited by the passing of thia mesaa-
ure.

Mr, LAMBERT: If the Minister for Works
defined his attitude to the Bill as it applies
to the postponement of municipal rates, his
note of warning would carry greater weight,
1f he is prepared to sacrifice the revenue of
wunicipalities——

The Minister for Works: I never said 1
WiLs,

Me, LAMBERT: [f the Minigter shows o
vegard for the revenue of the local authori-
tiegs——

The Minister for Works: The pension is a
ntter for the Federal Governn.ent. You are
agking us te supplement out of local resources
a matter to which the Federal Government
should attend.

Mr. LAMBERT: On the sccond reading
the Minister said we should approach this
matter with eaution, but he did not define
hig attitude, Do the Government consider
it cssential that pensioners should be thus
exempted?  Are they prepared to supplement
the pittance granted by the Federal Govern-
ment?  If the pension is inadequate, it is
competent for this Parliument to supplement
it by granting a rebate of rates or otherwise.
It 1t is agreed that the State Government
should suppleizent the old age pensions it is
only a matter of degree as to whether we
should extend the principle to the different
rates which have been mentioned.

Amendment pui and passed.

Mr, MacCallom SMITH: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to
the clause:-—‘“and the license fee for onme
dog under the Dog Act of 1903.77
The P'remier: You forgot the cow!

Mr. MacCallom SMITH: We will denl with
the dog fiest, 1 am impelled to move this
motion berause of an occurrence that took
place in Perth last Tuly. An old lady, a pen-
sioney, was fined for not registering lier dog.
Although the paid the registration fee she
omitted to pay the cost of the svmumons and
the fine, and she was arrested and liaken
to the police station and ledged in a cell. To
obtain her release she had to boriow meoney
from her landlady.

Hon., W, (°, Angwin: Tf they ean aiford
to keep dogs they ean afford te pay the rates,

Mr., MuacCallom SMITH: Certain exemp-
tions from rates are already provided in the
Dog Aet. DBlind men, for instanee, need noi
pay & license fer for their dogs. Surely these
olil pensioners shouldl be given the same priv-
ilege. It would not wmaterially affect the fin-
anves of any loenal anthority, Many of these
old age pensioners are withont friends; indeed
the dog is often the oniy friend they have.

The CHATRMAXN: Secing that the member
for North-Fast Fremantle has an amendment

[ASSEMBLY.]

on the Notice Paper, which ¢comes before that
of the member for North Perth, perhaps the
latter will withdraw bis amendment for the
time being.,
Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: Very well!
Amendment by Jeave withdrawn,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN:
ment—
That in line 5 the words ‘‘either’’ and
‘for as tenant’’ be struck out.
It is impossible to relieve the tenant under

this Bill, and I think we shonld afford relicf
t1 the gwner only.

I move an amncend-

Amendwment put and passed.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: [ wmove an amend:
ment—

That the following words be added to the
clauge: ‘‘and the license fee for one dog
under the Dog Act of 1903.°’

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 congratulate the
member for North Perth upon his amend-
ment, and also upon the faet that he hus not
sprung it upon the Committee. He has been
good cnough to place it upon the Notice
Paper so that members may have ample op-
portunity of thinking it over. I appreciate
the points brought forward by him, and was
decply interested in the old lady. He did not
tell us where she lived, but doubtless her home
is in North Perth. We certainly ought to
guard against a recurrence of that nature. I
would temind members that there are dogs
and dogs. The member for North Perth
shouldd amend his amendment in order that
the breed of the dog may be gpecified
I suggest the insertion before ‘‘dog’’ of the
word ‘‘thoroughbred.’” We do not want to
encourage an inerease of the wongrel type of
dog. Old age pensioners would not be likely .
t2 acquire pedigreed dogs, and so the mongrels
drifting about the city streets would tend to
fall info the hands of old age pensioners.
Any old age pensioner unable to seeure a
thoroughhred dog should be supplied with one
hy the (‘aledonian Society. Tf the ineident
narrated by the member for North Perth, of
an oll lady imprisoned for non-payment of
7a. B4, heing the registratien fec for a dog,
was wel! founded, it was a disgrace to the
Perth City Couneil. T move an amendment on
the amendment—

That **‘thoronghbred’’ he inscrted before
fldog-’!

Mr. LAMBERT: In some parts of the
State old age pensiomers keep goats. Their
goats should also be exempt from fees. ,The
amendment on the amendment discloses i
leaning towards aristocracy on the part of
the Opposition Leader, who seems to be slip-
ping away from his higher prineiples.

The Premier: Conld not this amendment
e better disenssed on the Doy Aet Amenid-
ment Bill?

My, LAMRBERT: Probably. [T trust the
menther for North Terth will accept the
amendment of the Leader of the Opposition.
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Capt. CARTER: This particular discussion
refects no erédit upon the Oommittee. While
thd mover of the amendmeént may be desitous
of affording furthér relief to old people, yet
he would have done befter to defet his amend-
thont Until ahother Bill has been reached.
Thi¢ Comittittee has 4 sétibus measure in hand,
dnd I lope thd member for North Perth will
withdraw his ainendmient. -

Mr, PICKERING: I also hope the amend-
ment will he withdrawn, because of the un-
degiribteness of giving enconragement to the
keeping of unlicensedl dogs. One of the chief
troubles of people in the conntry is the keep-
ing of ddgs by natives,

The CHATRMAN: The mnendment on the
amendment is the insertion of the word
‘‘thoroughbred,”’ Let us stick to that.

Mr. PICKERING: If the amendment on
the amendment is earried, I shall move the
ingertion after "“dog’’ of the words ‘‘of an
approved breed.’’ The Commitice should
conserve the interests of the farming eom-
mwunity in this matter. I hope the member
fot Morth Potth will tvithdraw his amehd-
mént.

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to the
viange:— " in which event suth payment of
ratea shall be deferred; and the rates shall
remain a charge on the property and pay-
ahle on sale of the property, or death of

© the pensibier, whichever event shall first
kappen.’!

Capt. CARTER: When this matter was last
discussed, I intimated that [ would aceept
the amendinmit, which I think will improve
the Biil.

Mr. WILLCOCK : T oppose the amendment.
1 do not believe in this seecond-hand sort of
charity. 1If we ave to dbo anything for the
old age pensioners, wk should do it properly.
The debt should not Be handed down to pos-
terily.

Mt. Money: Tt is a charge on the pro-
perky.

Mr. WILLCOUK . An invalid pensioner may
live for 30 years; and the rates will be acen-
mulating all that time on the property hefore
it ean be disposed of. It ie a very small
thing we are proposing to do for the ol
people, and we shonld not hedge it round
with sueh conditions.

Mr. LAMBERT: I oppose the amendment.
Tt the old age pensibners’ income ib to be
supplemented by the Government, we should
dg it in 4 fitting manner.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
voted amainst the Bill.

Mr. s.aMBERT: I do not think it ealls
for that drastic detion., The member for
North-East Fremantle, owing to bis long ex-
perience in local Government affairs, may of
necessity view the guestion from the municipal

[42]

You shonld have

1os?

outlook, but if something tangible is to be
done, we should exempt these old people from
the payment of municipal rates altogether.
T shouvld like to see Parliament pass strongly
worded resolutions regarding the aiggardly
manner in which the Federal Government deal
with old age pensioners,

The CHAIRMAN: The principles of the
Bill were discussed during the second reading
stage. We are dealing with an amendment
and members must speak to that amendment
as closely as they can.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the member for
North-East Fremantte will not press his addi-
tion to the clause, whith will mead that the
rates have to accrue until the death of the
old age pensioner or the sale of the property.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
Coolgardie has not studied the Bill. Without
the words 1 propose, it will leave the matter
at the discretion of the council as to whether
or ot relief from ratés Will be granted durin
the lives of pehsioners. The Hmdndihen
will thake it compulsory. While we ate all
agreed that we ghoold do everything possible
to assist bld age pensigners, it 1s a dQuty
that devolvts upen the State and nolb Wpén the

local authorities. If the amendment be
not ingerted, we may as well throw
out the Bill altogether. Although there
is no compulsion on the loeal authorities

to afford this relief for the old people, some
have carried them on for 10 or 12
vears without scelling or leasing their proper-
ties as they have power to do after five years,
but the rates have been paid afterwdtds.
Unless the sugpgested Words are inserted, the
diseretion will be left with the locsl authority,
andl go the posifion will remain uhaltéred.

Amendment put and passed.
Title:

Hon W. C. ANGWIN: T move an nrentd-
ment—

That the following be added to the Title:
‘fand water and sewerage rates.’’

The Minister for Works: You will have to
put in ‘‘storm water rates’’ to make that
eomplete.  Otherwise we shall be frée to
charge those rates,

The CHATIRMAN: Are they not all paid
onder the one Act?

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: No, there ate sew-
eral Aets under which they are paid. On the
suggestion of the Minister, T will amend my
amtendment by including alse, *‘storm water
rates. '’

The CHAIRMAN: A Jdifficulty arises,
8torm water rates have not been mentionad
in the previons amendment, and se¢ beforc -
those words can be added to the Title the
Bil! will have to he recommitted. We cannot
have in the Title reference to anything not
mentioned in the Bill. The hon., member had
better allow his eriginal amendmant to stand.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: All right, T will
do so0.

Amendment put and passed; the Title as
amended agreed to,
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. Bill reported with an amendment, and with
an amendment to the Title,

House adjourned at 920 p.m.
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QUESTION—IRWIN COAL SEAM.

Hon. T. MOORE (for Hon. J. W. Hickey)
asked the Minister for Educatiou: 1, Is it
the intention of the Government to proceed
with the development of the Irwin coal seam?
2, If so, will they take the necessary steps
to make suitable arrangements for further
boring, particularly in view of the highly
satisfactory results obtained in No. 2 bore
and the encouraging reports given by various
authorities, including that of Professor 8ir
Edgeworth David?

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION re-
plied as follows: 1, The Government are pre-
pared to assist on the usuval terms any person
or company desirous of opening up cosl
meagures. 2, If further boring is undertaken
on lands the property of the Midland Com-
pany, and on which they have exclusive mining
rights, it can only be on the condition that
the whole of the cost of boring is repaid from
profits aceruing to any person or company
working the seams disclosed by such boring.
The Midland Company has been agked to
agree to this condition, but so far has not
done so,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, MULLEWA.-
YUNA PROJECT,

Hon. T. MOORE (for Hon. J. W. Hickey)
asked the Minister for Education: 1. In
view of the nceessity for opening up land in
the interest of closer settlement as well as

[COUNCIT.]

for other good reasons, will the Government
favourably consider the advisability of the
early construction of the Mullewa to Yuns
railway? 2, If not, will the Government
undertake to build at least a portion of the
line in order to facilitate transport of the
produce of settlers who are located in that
district and who are to-day suffering grent
diszbilities regarding transport?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The teports will be ex-
amined to sce whether such action is justified.

QUESTION-—FEDERATION AND
WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

Hon. A, LOVEEIN asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Ilow long is it since the Royal
Commission on Federation was appointed?
2, How many sittings have been held? 38,
How many witnesses have been called? 4,
When is the Commission likely to report to
Parliament?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied as follows: 1. The Honorary Royal
Commission was appointed on 11th February
last. 2, Five. 3, One, 4, When the ncees-
sary information has been obtained.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Broome Hill Racecourse Bill.

PAPERS—COLLIE RIVER IRRIGATION
SCHEME.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing ordered:
“‘That all papers in connection with the
Collie River irrigation scheme be laid on the
Table of the House.’’

SELECT COMMITTEE—ELECTRICITY

SUPPLY.
Adoption of Report.
Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.36]: As chairman of tlne solect commit-

tee, I move—

That the report of the committee be
adopted.

The report is a simple one and self explana-
tory. It deals with another of our great
State enterprises. The evidence discloses
that this State enterprise is in the same
category as others; no watter how good the
enterprise may be, nor how much it may tend
to benefit the country, the administering ofl
it is not altogether what it shonld be. The
Labour Party, whe support these enterprises,
bave as much canse for complaint in respect
of this eclectricity supply eaterprise as they
have in respect of other Btate enterprises.

Hon. T. Moore; They do not get a fair
run.



